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SANDFORD NEWS
Springtime In Sandford
After bitterly cold weather
and snow, the snowdrops
have come through, boosted
by the sunshine we have had
recently.

All Saints church volunteers
have been busy with a spring tidy of the church
yard,  clearing away silt from the drains and
keeping the paths clear.   Our well-kept churchyard

is a pleasure to visit, and thank you to everyone
involved in keeping it that way.

We Have Dormouse!
A rare hazel dormouse
has been found in a wild
area in  the Award Lands,
in a dormouse tube put up
by a Sandford volunteer.
When tidying up your
garden, please leave a
wild area, with blossom, fruit  berries, and leaf
cover for insects and wild creatures.  Strimming
undergrowth, and hard cutting  the  hedges,  means
our valued  insects and wildlife  have  no food or
shelter to survive.

Deer Family Feeding Behind
Greenhill Road
A Greenhill Road resident took this photo of a deer
family feeding in the field behind  her home in

Greenhill Road , this week.  The field, which also
provides food and shelter for rare lesser and
greater horseshoe bats, is  next to the Strongvox
building site , and  has been earmarked for the
Aurora housing development.

Aurora Housing Development
Inquiry –April 2nd for 5 days, Town
Hall, Weston
If you would like to tell the Planning Inspector
how you feel about the Aurora development
proposal, you will have a chance to do so at the
Inquiry.

Sandford
Neighbourhood
Group are
preparing a case
for the Inspector
to consider, saying
that the development goes against the Local Plan,
the new residents will have to use cars to get to
jobs, schools and services, leading to road
congestion, accelerating climate change and
flooding, loss of countryside, wildlife, and
overstretching local facilities.

Deadline For Statements- 25th February
If you would like to help SNG’s case, please get
in touch as soon as possible, or  send in your
statements to us by  25th February.  SNG’s
deadline to put in statements to the Inspectorate is
5th March.
If you would like to come along to the Inquiry, to
speak or just to hear what is going on, please let
SNG know, so that we can put forward a
timetable for the hearing, and put you in touch
with others attending, to arrange lifts.   Your
support at the Inquiry is important, so even if you
can only come along for a short while, this will
be very much appreciated. Information will be
posted on the SNG pages on
www.sandfordneighbourhoodgroup.org.uk,
where the recent village survey results are also
online.  Please contact
SNG@sandfordneighbourhoodgroup.org.uk or
leave a message in the SNG box in the BT book
box outside Sandford Stores if you have any
queries.
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Goodbye To The  Scout Hut
Hill Road residents report mixed feelings about the
removal of the decaying old  wooden Scout hut, used
and enjoyed  by so many young people  growing up
in Sandford,
Now that the
Methodist
chapel on Hill
Road has been
sold, the
Scout Hut site
and part car
park, with the
grassed area
beside it, will be sold by the Chapel  trustees later on
this year.

Old BT Kiosk Book Box Success
Converting the old BT
telephone kiosk near
Sandford Stores has proved
a real success.  Books are
regularly borrowed, and
there have been several
welcome donations of
books and children's toys
by Sandford villagers.

The notice board on the
box is free for villagers to
use for private
advertisements.  Just pop a postcard sized ad in the
box inside the kiosk, and it will be displayed for you.

Speeding In Sandford
Motorists speeding through the village on the A368
continue to be a problem, with the highest speed
reading in January being 80 mph and 80,786
vehicles counted passing through Sandford one-way
from Banwell in the month.  Vehicles speeding out
of Churchill and losing control on the bend continue
to be a problem.

Residents living at the Paddocks report  regular
collisions with road signs,  and vehicles flipping
onto their sides.  With increasing traffic, these
problems will only  get worse, with a higher risk of
injury and damage.  It’s time some official action is
taken to prevent this.

Contact the team at sng@winscombeandsandford.org.uk or leave a
message in the red BT Book Box beside Sandford Stores

Villagers are asked to please send in any details of
accidents you see in Sandford involving any kind of
vehicle, preferably with photos, whether or not the
police  were called.

Climate Emergency Declaration by
North Somerset Council ?
North Somerset Council will vote on whether or not
to declare a Climate Emergency  on 19th February.
Many councils have declared a climate emergency,
including Clevedon, Bristol and the Forest of Dean.

A recent  international report warns that climate
change is happening much faster than originally
thought, with around 12 years left to take action
which might slow it.  Our children, grandchildren,
and the natural world around us are at risk. Taking
action against climate change can lead to investment
in clean energy, transport, and retrofitting homes and
buildings, bringing jobs and improved lifestyles.

If you would like to support this, sign the online
petition at 38 Degrees: Declare a climate emergency
in North Somerset, and email our Councillors
ann.harley@n-somerset.gov.uk and jerry.obrien@n-
somerset.gov.uk: ‘ Please vote for the Climate
Emergency declaration’.

Sandford Primary is still full
Prospective Strongvox  Russet Copse house
purchasers are being told the School is full, and their
children will have to attend primaries in other
villages.
The Strongvox  advertised ‘Investing in Sandford ‘
contribution to the School has been described as a ‘
glass half-full’,  when it comes to the site, new
school hall, and 2 classrooms, which are needed to
accommodate the estimated 51 Strongvox primary
aged children.

So far, the Council have announced no plans to
expand Sandford Primary. Currently, the Council
says that 60% of  Outstanding rated Sandford
Primary’s pupils are from Sandford..


